

Name: ____________________________________
Describe an idea in the text that you found interesting.  Explain why you found this idea interesting.

In the novel __________________________________ by____________________, an interesting idea is that of ________________ and reality. I found this idea interesting because it is shown through the character of ___________ and secondly through the setting of_________.  The author’s message is that have to make an effort to look past _____________ or the _______________ given to things. This idea is relevant to today’s society.

“Tomorrow, When the War Began” tells the story of a group of _________________ who go on a _____________ trip to Hell.  On their return they discover their small hometown of _________________ has been invaded and their families taken_____________.  The teens realise that Hell is, in fact, a ________________ and Homer ___________  is not the “joker” they thought he was.

The first interesting idea is that of appearance and reality which is shown through the ____________ Homer Yannos.  A good example of this can be seen at the beginning of the novel when Homer is described as “________________ ”, a joker who would pull “cruel and ___________________ on Corrie.”  The author’s intention is to label Homer as a fool at first but as the novel__________________ , we as reader come to a different________________.  Ellie writes “All those years he’d been hanging a sign around his ____________ and like a fool I’d kept reading it.”  She was ___________ at herself that she didn’t see Homer for who he really was, she didn’t allow herself to look past his label.  In reality Homer was very_____________, he came up with many brilliant ____________ such as the group ____________ up and going back to Hell.  Homer was brave, courageous and showed good_______________.  Homer reveals the idea of appearance and ________________ in an interesting and thought provoking way.

___________, the interesting idea of appearance and reality is also shown through the setting of Hell.  At the very beginning of the novel Hell was seen as____________________, wild and spooky.  Hell is “a cauldron of boulders and trees and _________________ and feral __________ and wombats and undergrowth.  It’s a wild place…”  Negative connotations such as “cauldron” help make it seem evil and spooky.  The name Hell is also___________, because in reality Hell is their______________.  Hell becomes their escape from hell; war, destruction, blood, bombs and______________.  Ellie comes to the conclusion that “Hell wasn’t anything to do with places; Hell was all to do with people.”  Hell was____________, just as Homer was; people had preconceived ideas about it.  Hell shows the interesting idea of appearance and reality well through the use of irony and negative connotations.

The idea of appearance and reality shown in the novel is very interesting because it teaches us that we have to make an effort to look past ________________ or the labels given to things.  John Marsden shows us that we do make the _________________ to make judgements based on _________________ and that in order to overcome this we have to look further and judge on____________.  Ellie was annoyed that she did not see Homer for who he really was; a caring ________ who had emotions and was very loving.  Ellie had to look past the “sign” calling him a fool to understand him.  This is similar to Hell; the _______________ judged it on what they had heard about it and about the _____________ who had murdered his____________.  To truly understand Hell they had to experience it for themselves and discover it was really a ____________ and safe sanctuary.  
Appearance and reality is an interesting idea in the novel “Tomorrow, When the War Began” by John Marsden because we can apply it to our own__________.  Marsden’s purpose is to show the reader to avoid prejudice in life - we should learn to make judgements based on reality and our own____________, not on appearance, labels or_____________.
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