Year 10 Speech
I HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY… (something important to young people)
Introduction 
In this activity, you will construct and deliver an oral presentation in a formal situation.  You should have something serious and meaningful to say.  You must develop your own content for the presentation, which will be delivered to your class and teacher.  It will be at least three minutes long.
You will complete this activity in class and for homework.  Your teacher will give you deadlines for constructing the text of your presentation and when you are to deliver it to the class.
Make sure that the oral presentation you deliver for assessment: 

· is at least 3 minutes long
· develops and structures your ideas effectively
· uses verbal language features that are appropriate to the audience and purpose.  This is a formal oral presentation. Your audience is other students and your teacher so you must use language that is appropriate to that audience
· uses verbal language features with control to command attention.

Part 1:  Thinking and planning your ideas
Start by thinking of a wide range of possible themes in texts we have studied this year and write a few ideas about each one.  This could be done on your own or in a small group.  Here are some sources and examples of good topics:

· Issues that is important to teenagers (e.g. relationships, prejudice etc.).
Think about what you have written down and then choose a topic.  You might have chosen this topic because you already know something about it, you might have strong feelings or beliefs about it, or you might be curious and want to find out more about it.
Think about what the purpose of your oral presentation will be.  You might want to stimulate thoughts or feelings in your audience, you might want to inform them of something that is important to you, or you might want to persuade them to alter their ideas or attitudes.  Being clear about the purpose of your presentation will help you select and develop ideas.
Once you are clear about your topic and your purpose, brainstorm ideas.  These ideas will need to be developed and structured.
Part 2: Developing and structuring your ideas
Research your topic in order to develop your ideas.  Researching your topic could extend or test your opinions or feelings and give you material that will be appropriate for the purpose of your presentation.  This material could include:

· statistics

· quotations

· primary sources (your own research) e.g. survey, interviews, personal experience

· Secondary sources (research done by others) e.g. reference books, internet, newspapers and magazines.
Decide how your ideas will be structured (organised).  Here are some ways you could structure your ideas:
· in order of importance

· chronologically (in order of time)
· logically (cause and effect)

· as a series of points related to a single theme.
Part 3: Planning and writing your presentation
Your presentation should have:

· an introduction – where you greet the audience and give an overview of your topic

· a body – where you state, support and explain your ideas

· a conclusion – where you summarise your ideas.

While writing your presentation, use verbal language features that are appropriate to your purpose and topic, such as:
· rhetorical question

· direct address to audience

· use of personal pronouns
· sound devices, such as alliteration
· repetition
· figurative language, such as metaphor
· emotive language
· humour
· analogy
Look at the text of part of a student’s presentation. The notes indicate the verbal language features that have been used and the reasons for using them. 
Picture this – the salty smelling sea fills your lungs,

the sun is beating down on your forehead. You walk

towards the sea with the sand warm between your toes. 

You can’t resist a swim in the cool clear water. You run 

swiftly through the crowds. The water covers your knees.

You wade out further – the water is up to your neck. You

continue to edge further and further away from the shore.

Suddenly there is a scream. Everybody is struggling 

chaotically from the water. There is a moment of silence 

then you feel a huge force bearing down on your side.

You scream for help but there is no response. You try to

scream again but the only thing coming from your mouth

now is blood. You look back to the beach one last time

in the desperate hope of being rescued but one thousand 

video cameras look back at you to catch your dying 

moments on tape. Welcome to World’s Worst Shark

Attacks – Part 12…

Reality TV?

Although it may seem like one, reality TV is not an

oxymoron, but normally has some other kind of 

moron involved: it may be the guy who drives off a cliff 

In World’s Scariest Police Chases Part 75; or the guy

who films as his own nitro glycerine tank catches fire, in

World’s Biggest Explosions Part 44; or even the guy

sitting in front of the TV laughing thoughtlessly while

someone is mauled by lobsters in When Seafood Goes

Wrong Part 8.
Part 4: Practising and delivering your presentation
There are many techniques you can use when delivering your presentation.  Think about your content (e.g. is it light-hearted or serious?) and how this will affect the way you use your voice and body. Identify specific sections in the text of your presentation where you could use appropriate delivery techniques.  Some techniques you should consider are:
· varying your volume, tone, pace or stress to emphasise a point or to gain or hold attention
· pause for dramatic effect or emphasis
· eye contact to engage and hold your audience’s attention
· gesture, movement and facial expression that support and emphasise your content
· stance that is appropriate for a speaker in a formal situation
· using props, costume or demonstration materials.
Now look again at the “Reality TV” presentation.  This time, the annotations focus on delivery and presentation techniques.
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Practise delivering your presentation. You may have the opportunity to practise in front of a small group and receive feedback on your content and delivery techniques. Time your presentation to ensure that it runs for at least three minutes.
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Sample Speech Outline

The sample speech outline below will help clarify what you want to say as well as help organise your material.

The process is broken down into 4 steps:
Preparation:- deciding on your topic, considering the audience, refining your topic to suit them, deciding on the purpose of the speech and the organisational method you will use

· Introduction:- opening greeting and attention getter, defining your thesis statement (a summary of what your speech is about) establishing your credibility, an overview and the benefit to the audience

· Body:- transition or link between introduction and body, main ideas with supporting ideas, examples and details

· Conclusion:- summary of main points and closer or call to action

Sample Speech Outline

Step One - Preparation
Topic: __________________________________________

(decide what you are going to talk about)

Audience: ________________________________________

(consider who will be listening to you and what aspects of your topic is best suited to meet their needs)

Title of Speech: ____________________________________________________

(Alcohol abuse by New Zealand teenagers)
Purpose of Speech: __________________________________________________________________
(Is it, for example, to persuade, inform, demonstrate, persuade or warn) Is it a combination of these? Warn about the economic and social impact alcohol has on our society
Sample Speech Outline
Step Two - Introduction
· Greeting: _______________________________________________________________
(How are you going to greet your audience)

· Attention Getter: _________________________________________________________
 (grab their attention and force them to listen – could be a quote, anecdote...)
· Thesis Statement: ________________________________________________________
(A one sentence summary of your speech topic and your point of view)
Example: New Zealand teenagers between 15 and 18 consume the largest quantities of alcohol in western world.) 
Sample Speech Outline

Step Three - Body
· Main Idea 1: ____________________________________________________________
· Explanation: ________________________________________________________
· Examples: ______________________________________________________________
· Visuals or props: _________________________________________________________
· Transition to: ____________________________________________________________
· Main Idea 2:
______________________________________________________________
· Explanation: ________________________________________________________
· Examples: ______________________________________________________________
· Visuals or props: _________________________________________________________

· Transition to: ____________________________________________________________
· Main Idea 3
_________________________________________________________
· Explanation: ________________________________________________________
· Examples: ______________________________________________________________
· Visuals or props: _________________________________________________________
· Transition to: ____________________________________________________________
Step Four Conclusion
· Summary of main ideas: 
__________________________________________________________
 (from body of speech)
· Re-statement of thesis statement: 
____________________________________________________________

 (from introduction)
That’s it! Very short, sweet and simple. There’s nothing magical about planning your speech – just methodical one-step-after-another.

Cue Cards: - How to make and use them effectively
Making cue cards from standard office supply index cards is relatively simple. Using them well will lift the quality of your presentation immeasurably.

Why?

The answer is simple.

Because you not relying on a word-for-word text you are free to interact with your audience.
You are able to look around, to respond, gesture and move freely. You will sound, look and feel more present: 'in the moment'.

For those of you who are nervous about making the transition from a full script to cards, don't be. Take it slowly. Give yourself time to thoroughly rehearse. You'll be delighted with the result.

How to make Cue Cards

You need a packet of standard index cards, a selection of highlighters, (for example, yellow, pink, blue and green),and an easily-read pen. I suggest either blue or black ink.

The best cue cards:

· have ONE main heading or idea per card

· are written clearly using larger than usual font (so you can read them easily)

· use bullet points or numbers to itemise the supporting ideas under the main heading

· are written on ONE side of the card only

· are clearly numbered so that you know the order they come in

How to Rehearse Tips

Aim to have at least three rehearsals before delivering your speech in front of an audience.
The first two rehearsals are to iron out any glitches in either your text or delivery and to integrate any resource material you may be using. These could be photographs, a power point presentation etc.
The third is a dress rehearsal for the real thing.

How to Rehearse: What to Watch for
· Habitual unconscious gestures like fiddling with your hair, pulling faces when you can't remember what is next, standing awkwardly, pulling at your clothes...

· Irregular breathing running you out of breath over long sentences or holding your breath which weakens your voice making it sound strained.

· Racing your speech through

· Pauses or breaks in the wrong places

· Specific words or phrases that trip you up

· Holding your notes in a way that masks your face

· Rattling or fiddling with your notes if you are reading from them

· Mumbling

· Repeated phrases e.g. 'and then I...','and then I...', 'and then I...'

· Repeated fillers e.g. 'um', 'err'...

· Lack of eye contact or smiling

Imagery & alliteration to create a relaxed & familiar scene





Direct address to audience to involve them





Personal pronouns to help put the listener there





Alliteration for humour





Rhetorical question to introduce topic





Listing examples for humour as well as emphasising the main idea





Soft tone of voice to create calm and peace to contrast with the violence





Eye contact maintained to involve audience





Rise in volume to build to a climax





Gesture – hand with imaginary microphone to imitate an announcer





Pause after topic to emphasise subject





Emphasis on titles for humour. Brief pause before part number for humour
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