Achievement Standard 90852

Building Bridges

Explain significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence 

If you drop a pebble in the water, it will create a ripple, spreading out along the water. This act is closely related to the theme of how our actions have far reaching consequences in life, sometimes more than we can imagine. Four texts I have chosen to portray this theme are: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, Big Brother, Little Sister, Of Mice and Men, and the Last Spin. I have chosen these texts because some of the characters have been known to act recklessly with little thought for the consequences of their actions until later on. These consequences range from minor to lethal across all four texts.
The first text I referred to is The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. In this movie a man named Ralph is promoted to Camp Commandant of the concentration camp in Auschwitz. Ralph decides to bring his family with him live in a big house together. While he had good intentions, he could not have foreseen that this decision put his son Bruno too close to the camp where the Jewish people lived. Bruno’s curiosity, and his desire to seek out friends in this isolated area, caused him to check out more and more often as he befriended a Jewish boy named Schmeul. Later on though, Bruno’s naivety causes him to sneak in to the camp with the help of Schmeul, in order to find Schmeul’s father. They never find his father however, as they get brought into a place to get killed by chemical gas. When Ralph realizes far too late his decision to bring his family to Auschwitz he sees the full consequences of his foolishness: the death of his only son and his family torn apart. 
Like Bruno’s decision to run away from home a character in another text is put into a similar situation with a difficult decision to make. In the short story Big Brother, Little Sister, Hema has decided to run away because he felt unwanted and abused. When he leaves, on the spur of the moment, he decides to take his little sister Janey. Because of this, and the fact that he has no idea what he’s doing, puts Janey’s life in danger during the story. When they have to cross a bust road with lots of traffic, Hema tells her to “hold on to my hand, and if we let go then stay right where you are.” Unfortunately she does exactly that when he loses her and is almost run over by incoming traffic. When this happens Hema realizes the consequences of his rash actions of running away from home and then taking his sister with him. He nearly got Janey killed and so decides to go back home and face punishment, another consequence of his stupid behavior.

Although the consequences may be far less compared to the previous texts I have mentioned, the text Of Mice and Men shows a similar situation where rash actions are made implications are realized. Before she married Curley Curley’s wife was promised a job as an actress. The guy said he would write to her about it, but she never got the letter. Curley’s wife assumed that her mother threw the letter away, in response to the rebellious streak she had shown lately. So in an act of spite, ran away and married Curley without thought. She later learned to regret it though as this show of defiance leads her to live a life of boredom and loneliness, constantly running away from her husband and seeking the attention of others. The irony is that while she constantly searches for the consideration of others, the one person who pays her any attention is the one she runs away from. 
This text is related on different levels to all the previously mentioned texts and my chosen them which connects them all. The Last Spin is a story about finding friends in unlikely places and a war between 2 gangs which leads to the death of a certain character. Danny once belonged to a gang which had a truce with another gang they were fighting with. His gang decides to break the truce they had with each other by trespassing onto a person named Tigo’s gang. Afterwards it comes down to a game of Russian roulette between Tigo and Danny. Eventually they become friends and decide to stop this foolishness, promising to have “One Last Spin”. Unfortunately for Danny, that is the last decision he ever makes as he ends up shooting himself in the head. Tigo may have survived, but he knew then that his decision to join and then continue on with the game led to the death of his new friend, and the sadness it brings.

Like in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, Big Brother, Little Sister, Of Mice and Men, and Last spin, our actions and choices in real life have real life consequences too even if we don realize this at first. I can relate to this because sometimes I have made poor decisions that have consequences in the future later on. This does not mean we shouldn’t make choices or decisions. It simply means we should carefully consider our choices before rushing into rash or foolhardy that ends up ruining ours, or someone else’s, lives.
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