It is natural for people to feel like they do not belong. I have chosen to explore the theme “Everyone feels like they do not belong in society or their cultures sometimes”. This theme is evident in the films Looking for Alibrandi, by Kate Woods, Boy, by Taika Waititi and also in the poems Patches Hide No Scars, by Haare Williams and A Sad Joke On A Marae, by Apirana Taylor.

At the beginning of the film Looking For Alibrandi, Josie who is an Italian, does not want to fully participate in a traditional event which is called Tomato Day, a day where the community comes together to crush the tomatoes, ready for bottling. Josie makes her feelings very clear when she changes the traditional music that is playing to her modern day music. This shows that Josie feels displaced or like she does not belong. This is shown when Josie constantly tries to ruin Tomato Day, when she disobeys her family. The example “This might be where I come from but is this really where I belong” helps emphasise the fact that Josie feels like she does not belong. Kate Woods wants us to understand that it is vital that we find our place in our cultures or society so we do not feel isolated. At the end of the film Josie goes on to find her place in her culture, this is shown when Josie fully participates in Tomato Day and when Josie no longer feels she has to change the music to her modern day music.
The film Boy, by Taika Waititi also portrays the theme that “Everyone feels like they do not belong in society or their cultures sometimes.” This theme was shown through the character Weirdo (who is a fat pakeha) who feels like he does not belong in society, Weirdo is constantly picked on because neither Boy or Rocky no his upbringing. Like Josie Weirdo feels he does not fit in. Weirdo throughout the movie is stereotyped as a fat strange man. But when Rocky begins to find out how innocent Weirdo really is Weirdo then feels like he belongs to society, after he saves Boy from potentially drowning. Through this Taika Waititi wants us to understand that we must keep strong and stick up for that we believe in no matter the stereotypes and the put downs.
The poem Patches Hide No Scars also identifies the theme “Everyone feels like they do not belong in their cultures sometimes”. Haare Williams has shown this theme through the gang members in the poem, who like Weirdo are stereotyped but these gang members are stereotyped as “They” and “Them”. This stereotyping makes the gang members feel like they don’t belong in society; this stereotyping excludes the gang members. The example “They bear patches on their jackets hiding scars and wounds”.Shows us that they are not looked at as members of society but are stereotyped as brutes, dangerous, intruders and vagrants. These gangs are organised and this organisation takes leadership, so why couldn’t society help them to use their leadership skills for good rather than bad. 

In the poem A Sad Joke On a Marae, the theme “Everyone feels like they do not belong in society or their cultures sometimes” has also been identified by Apriana Taylor through the character Tu, the freezing worker, who stands before his tupuna on the marae, Tu is then issued with a challenge which is to go and retain the knowledge of his culture that he has lost. Tu feels he must call on the great leadets Kupe, Paikea, Te Kooti, Rewi and Te Rauparaha for help. Apriana Taylor shows us that Tu has distanced himself from his culture when he says “Ngati D.B. is my tribe, the pub is my marae,” We can see that Tu, does not no where he belongs but affiliates himself with what he does know, these being the pub and D.B. Apirana Taylor helps us understand that there is still time for learning. Tu still has hope. No matter how long it takes his tupuna will be happy that Tu regains the knowledge he has lost about his culture. Apirana Taylor wants us to know that there is a place for us in our cultures and our societies whether it is lost or not yet found.

I believe that we all have a place in society or our cultures. Looking for Alibrandi, Boy, and the poems Patches Hide No Scars and A Sad Joke On A Marae, all showed me that even though there is going to be times where we feel like we do not belong, we should never distance ourselves from what makes us happy in our cultures or society.
Words 787
Unconditional love is a timeless theme that is portrayed in the texts Wuthering Heights, Titanic, Twilight and Romeo and Juliet. Unconditional love is formed between the main characters in each text.

In the book Wuthering Heights a young girl’s father brings home a dirty street boy. The young girl (Catherine) grows to fall in love with him (Heathcliff) even though he is below her class. “My lobe for Heathcliff resembles, the eternal rocks beneath: a source of little visible delight, but necessary. Nelly, I AM Heathcliffe! He’s always, always on my mind: not a pleasure, any more that I am always a pleasure to myself, but as my being.” This quote shows that even though Heathcliff is sometimes annoying, irritating and unenjoyable to Catherine, she loves him. She can see through the moments when he is less desirable and focus on his true inner qualities. This shows her unconditional love for him.

Similarly, the movie Titanic shows unconditional love. Again love develops between two unlikely characters. Rose is a wealthy girl “bored” with aristocratic life. Jack is a poor man who has been poor his whole life but knows how to have fun. “When this ship docks I’m getting off with you”. This shows that Rose is so head over heels and completely in love with Jack that she is prepared to go wherever he goes, however he goes without thinking of consequences. She doesn’t care that he isn’t rich. Her lobe is unconditional she accepts him poor even though this means that she would no longer have the wealthy, easy lifestyle that she has always known.
Another example of unconditional lobe in a text is between Bella Swan and Edward Cullen in Twilight.Near the end of the book. Bella is being hunted by a vampire and has escaped to Phoenix. Edward is hunting the vampire who is hunting Bella to make sure that Bella is safe again. “I miss you”. “I know Bella. Believe me, I know. It’s like you’ve taken half myself away with you”. This excerpt from a phone call between the two lovers shows that they adore each other so completely and unconditionally that they have part of the others love inside them and cannot bear to be away from one another. Bella loves Edward unconditionally even though being with a vampire will constantly put her life at risk.
In Romeo and Juliet, the play by William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet are from different families who are feuding with each other. Naturally, Juliet Capulet and Romeo Montague are never allowed to meet, mingle and certainly not fall in love with each other. “What’s in a name? That which we call a roes/by any other name would smell as sweet/so Romeo would, were he not Romeo called/Retain that clear perfection which he owes/without that title”. This dialogue shows that Juliet loves him unconditionally whether he is a Montague or not and he has the same unconditional love for her. They risk their lives for their love just like Edward and Bella in Twilight.

In the texts Wuthering Heights, Titanic, Twilight and Romeo and Juliet we learn that people who are unconditionally in love will do anything and will love each other no matter the situation or their differences.
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Forbidden Love

Forbidden Love is a theme that is explored in many films and texts today such as The Notebook, Titanic, The Boy in Striped Pyjamas and Romeo and Juliet.

The Boy in Striped Pyjamas is about the loving friendship between two young boys, Bruno and Shmuel. Bruno is the son of a German Soldier and Shmuel is a young Jewish boy who has been forced to live in a concentration camp. The two boy’s meet at the fence between the concentration camp and Bruno’s new home. They are not aware that their friendship is forbidden. It is forbidden because Bruno’s father is a Nazi and Jews were their enemies. Bruno says to Shmuel. “We’re not supposed to be friends you and me. We’re meant to be enemies. Did you know that?” Discovering this fact did not stop them from being friends.

The Titanic is another famous story of forbidden love. The love of Jack and Rose is forbidden because Rose already has a fiancé. Their love is forbidden by Rose’s mother who sees Jack as a threat to Rose’s upcoming wealthy marriage. She forbids them from seeing each other due to his lack in wealth. “You are not to see that boy again, do you understand me Rose? I forbid it”. Just like Bruno and Smuel who go behind Bruno’s father. Jack and Rose go behind Rose’s mother.
The Notebook is also about forbidden love for the same reason. Noah and Allie fall in love. They are the happiest couple in the world, but Allies rich parents don’t approve of Noah because he is not from the right family and he isn’t rich just like Rose and Jack. Her father tells her, “He’s not suitable for you baby”. Romeo and Juliet are two young teens, who meet and fall in love. Romeo and Juliet are from two families who are great enemies and marriage between the two of them is forbidden. They go behind their families who are great enemies and marry in secret. Romeo is not afraid to be caught, he says to Juliet: “My life were ended by their hate”. Juliet takes a potion to look as though she is dead so that she can run away with Romeo, but it doesn’t work out and they both die in the end. Although Allie and Noah are separated their forbidden love doesn’t stop just as Romeo and Juliet’s forbidden love doesn’t stop. These are examples of what happens when you try to forbid love between two people who are truly in love. 
In conclusion, in all these example of love being forbidden, love always wins in the end. It’s no use, if it’s true love, forbidding it won’t stop it. True love is strong enough to rule over any obstacles that stand in its way. It’s a common theme in movies and books these day’s, and also appears in every day life, whether your parents don’t approve of your bad boyfriend, or it’s your culture that is stopping you from being together.
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